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Liberty ARC Unveils Collaborative Mosaic
Local Artist, Linda Biggers, and Liberty ARC Work to Represent the Meaning of Best Life for
People with Disabilities

AMSTERDAM - Liberty ARC, the Montgomery County Chapter of The Arc New York, is excited to
announce the installation and unveiling of their collaborative mosaic titled, “My Best Life.”

The 4’ by 6’ mosaic, created by local artist Linda Biggers and individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities who receive supports from Liberty ARC, is made out of tile and glass. The
mosaic is on display in the lobby of Liberty ARC’s Day Supports Center building.

“We are very excited to showcase, ‘My Best Life,”” said Liberty ARC CEO Jennifer Saunders. “It’s
absolutely beautiful, and our artists did a fantastic job with the project. | believe it is also very symbolic,
because the mosaic is created using a lot of different pieces that come together to create a whole. That
is a lot of what we do at Liberty ARC working together to create a best life for the people we support.”

For the past several months, Biggers, 30 Liberty ARC artists, and Liberty ARC Assistant Hab Specialist
Amy Devendorf, who runs the agency’s art program, have worked on the mosaic. Pieces were created in
smaller sections with different groups of artists and then all brought together to form the final piece.
Through the process of creating the mosaic, the artists gained knowledge about the history and used
new techniques to create the master piece.

“The past several months working with Amy and the Liberty ARC artists have been a wonderful
experience,” Biggers said. “Everyone was so excited to work on the project and in turn that excites me.
Our artists were fantastic and so eager to learn something new. They are very talented. Thank you to
Amy as well for your support during this project and working besides me.”

“From the very beginning, | knew this project was going to be spectacular,” Devendorf said. “The end
results completely represents Liberty ARC.”



The theme of “My Best Life” details what is important to Liberty ARC's artists in their own lives. The
mosaic also represents how Liberty ARC supports individuals with disabilities to live their best lives and
reflects the agency’s culture and values. Our culture centers on respect, empowerment, innovation, and
collaboration. Our values are quality, teamwork, integrity, respect, resourcefulness, and person-
centered.

“Liberty ARC is a melting pot with people from various backgrounds. Our goal is to ensure whatever
interests the people we support at Liberty ARC have or a vision of what they would like their life to look
like, the agency can make it come true. | think this mosaic is a great representation of the agency that
visitors, staff, and individuals see as soon as they walk into the building. They immediately will have an
understanding of Liberty ARC,” said Liberty ARC Board of Directors President Brett Harris.

“I really liked working on the mosaic, and making the girl swinging, showing her freedom to live her best
life,” Liberty ARC Artist Maggie Rodriguez said. “And she is having fun, like | do, when | make art.”

“I chose the word ‘family’ on the mosaic boarder because family is very important in my life,” Liberty
ARC Artist Michele Michaels. “I have a brother, two sisters, a lot of nieces and nephews, and cousins.
They all mean the world to me.”

Liberty ARC received supporting funds for the project through 2021 Arts Education grant through
Saratoga Arts and the Amsterdam Walmart Community Grant Program.

The Walmart Community Grant Program is highly competitive, receiving more than 150,000 applications
annually. These grants are awarded by local stores to various non-profits, based on community impact
and need.

“We extend our sincerest gratitude to Saratoga Arts and Amsterdam Walmart for their financial support
of this amazing project,” Saunders said. “The funding has allowed for our students to further their
artistic talents and gain the confidence to create using different art mediums.”

About Liberty ARC

Liberty ARC, the Montgomery County Chapter of The Arc New York, is a not-for-profit agency that
provides top-quality supports and services to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
We are proud of our six decades of bringing these innovative and valuable programs to those most
vulnerable in our community. While staying committed to our framework the agency has grown our
employment, residential, day supports, family support and health-related programming throughout the
years. Our mission- Together we support people with disabilities to achieve a quality of life each person
values - together with our Values make up the foundation on which our culture is framed. We are
extremely proud to be a pioneering agency, which coupled with a dynamic workforce and our person-
centered mission makes Liberty ARC a stand-out in our field.



About Walmart

Walmart Inc. (NYSE: WMT) helps people around the world save money and live better - anytime and
anywhere - in retail stores, online, and through their mobile devices. Each week, nearly 275 million
customers and members visit our more than 11,300 stores under 58 banners in 27 countries and
eCommerce websites. With fiscal year 2019 revenue of $514.4 billion, Walmart employs over 2.2 million
associates worldwide. Walmart continues to be a leader in sustainability, corporate philanthropy and
employment opportunity. Additional information about Walmart can be found by visiting
http://corporate.walmart.com, on Facebook at http://facebook.com/walmart and on Twitter at
http://twitter.com/walmart.

About Saratoga Arts

This project is made possible with funds from the Statewide Community Regrants Program, a regrant
program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and
the New York State Legislature and administered by Saratoga Arts.
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