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Liberty ARC celebrates community at annual meeting

For the first time since 2019, Lib-
erty ARC held their annual meeting
in person this month at River Stone
Manor in Glenville, recognizing
contributions and commitments to
the community. Liberty ARC recog-
nized Montgomery County Sher-
iff Jeffery Smith and the Sheriff’s
Office as this year’s Community
Partner, and the Liberty ARC Pink
Out Committee received the 2023
Community Commitment Award.

In the fall of 2022, participants
in Liberty ARC’s day hab program
accepted an invitation by Smith to
visit and tour the Sheriff’s Office.
Smith and his staff made everyone
feel welcome as they toured the of-
fices, saw the different police and
rescue vehicles, and visited with
Corrections Officer Erik Krug and
K-9 Sam, according to a statement.
Those who took part in the tour all
said how wonderful the experience
was. Smith and the sheriff’s depart-
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Left: Liberty ARC CEO Jennifer Saunders, left, with incoming Liberty ARC Board of Directors President Kim Brumley at Liberty ARC’s
annual meeting. Right: Montgomery County Sheriff Jeffery Smith, third from right, with the Community Partner Award plaque,
which was given out to the Sheriff’s Office during Liberty ARC’s annual meeting.

ment have supported Liberty ARC
for years. Smith has also made it
known during his communications
with the agency that Liberty ARC
can always count on him and his
office in times of need or emergen-
cies to keep the people who receive
supports and staff safe.

“The Community Partner Award
is presented to a deserving commu-
nity organization or individual that
has shown outstanding support and
commitment to people with disabil-
ities in Liberty ARC’s programs, and
it is my pleasure to honor Sheriff
Smith and the Montgomery County
Sheriff’s Office,” said Liberty ARC
CEO Jennifer Saunders in a state-
ment. “Sheriff Smith has been ex-
tremely welcoming to our staff and
the people we support, which allows
for a relationship between law en-
forcement and Liberty to be built.”

“The members of the Mont-
gomery County Sheriff’s Office
and I are extremely honored to
collaborate with Liberty and be
the 2023 recipient of the Commu-
nity Partner Award,” Smith said in
a statement. “Liberty’s staff and
the people they support are the
example and standard of what our
society should be. Working with

them, supporting them, and being
accessible for them is essential for
our community. Providing tours,
answering questions, and opening
our doors has provided some of the
most rewarding moments in recent
memory. When Liberty toured our
office, the equipment, the experi-
ence and of course K-9 Sam were
big hits. Thank you so much for the
work you do, the friendships you
provide, and the people you are.
We are very thankful and a proud
partner.”

The Pink Out Committee was
established nine years ago and in
that time has raised around $10,000
in donations for the New York On-
cology Hematology (NYOH) Com-
munity Cancer Foundation, which
provides supports to people in the
local community who are battling
cancer. The committee is com-
prised of a cross-functional group
that includes both Liberty ARC
staff and people who receive sup-
ports. In the fall of 2022, the Pink
Out Committee held their annual
Pink Out Day to raise funds and to
support breast cancer awareness.
Over $1,300 was raised through
apparel and bake sales, which is a

new record amount raised during
the annual fundraiser. The money
is then used by NYOH to purchase
gift cards that are used for breast
care treatment-related needs.

“We are honored to receive this
award for all the work the Pink
Out Committee has done over the
years to support local people un-
dergoing breast cancer treatments,”
said Liberty ARC staff and Pink
Out Committee member Wendy
Moore, in a statement. “This is a
cause that is very near and dear
to our hearts. Annually, we have
so much support from the people
we support and staff at Liberty, as
well as community businesses to
help us raise money for such a great
cause. Each year, we are reminded
of how special and important this
cause is, not just to us as a commit-
tee, but to the entire Liberty ARC
family. Over the years, the Pink Out
Committee has grown along with
our annual October event. Liber-
ty ARC’s Pink Out Day started as
a simple T-shirt sale back in 2014
and now includes bake sales, basket
raffles and breast cancer awareness
merchandise sales. We take a lot of
pride in the fact that our proceeds

go to help local people right here
in our community.”

“The good and thoughtful work
of the Pink Out Committee truly
exemplifies the true spirit of this
award,” said Liberty ARC Chief
Operating Officer Candace Opal-
ka, in a statement. “This group’s
commitment to raising awareness
of breast cancer and holding an an-
nual event to raise funds is inspiring
and a model of goodness for us all.
We, at Liberty, are so proud of their
achievements and growing success-
es over the years, helping others in
their times of need.”

Liberty ARC also recognized
their Employees of the Year during
the meeting. The following were
honored:

€ Program Employee of the
Year: Paula Szabo, Direct Support
Professional

@ Support Employee of the Year:
Wendy Moore, Incident Review Co-
ordinator

€ Manager of the Year: Diana
Mack, Human Resources Manager

€ Assistant Director/Director
of the Year: Erin Abele, Director
of Employment Services and In-
dustrial Operations

Special recognition was given
to 10 people who receive supports
and services from Liberty ARC for
being with the agency for 35 to 40
years.

The following board members
were honored for their milestone
years of service: Brett Harris (five
years), Paul DiCaprio (10 years)
and Carl Pucci (25 years) for their
service to the Liberty ARC Board
of Directors and John Rose and Ben
Ziskin for 15 years of service to the
Choices for Community Living
Board of Directors, .

Sworn in as Liberty Board offi-
cers for the 2023-2024 term were:
Kim Brumley, president; Deborah
Slezak, vice president; Carl Pucci,
secretary and Michael Bucciferro,
treasurer. The following directors
were sworn in for the 2023-2025
term: Brumley, Bucciferro, Slezak,
David Fariello, Karreen O’Neil,
and Sally Romano. They join cur-
rent standing directors (2022-2024
term): DiCaprio, Pucci, Ken Ada-
mowski, Donna Canestraro, Brett
Harris and Rev. Dr. Lisa Vander
Wal.

WHAT'S HAPPENING

Friday, May 26

DEMENTIA

SUPPORT GROUP
GALWAY — Memory

Cafe: A partnership between

Alzheimer’s Association
Northeastern New York
Chapter offers social support
and engagement for people
living with dementia and
their care partners will be
held from 1-2:30 p.m. on May
26 at Galway Town Hall, 5910

Sacandaga Road. To register,
call Colleen at 518-441-0262.
RSVPs are appreciated, walk-
ins are welcome.

PRESCHOOL
LEARNING HOUR
AMSTERDAM — The

Amsterdam Free Library will
host a preschool Memorial
Day learning hour at 10:30
a.m. on May 26 at the library,
28 Church St. Learn about
fireworks and conduct a
Magic Milk experiment to
make sensory “fireworks.”

Galway Town Hall and the
LANDSCAPING

CDHU'Q’ g CENTER

101 Erie 5i., Amsterdam 518-843-1841

feleng fve fiky Trad)

BULK YARD IS OPEN
SATURDAYS FROM 7 AM TO 12 NOON
Or call for Pick Up times and “Yes, We Deliver!”

Landscape Designs & Plantings

Screened Organic Topsoil Blends
Garden & Planting Blends

)

21 Varieties of Decorative Landscape Stone

Grass-fed Beef > Fresh Pastured
Pastured Poultry Sy -] Eggs
HIDDEN CAMP
FARM

Open House At The Farm
*You Are Invited*

Come visit our New Farm Store
Sat. June, 10th at 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

We'll be offering pasture-raised meats, grass-fed dairy,
soy-free eggs and more at our Very Best Price!

*FREE Homemade Cookies & Chocolate Milk for

refreshments>¥
Join us at: 378 White Rd. Canajoharie, NY 13317

For more info contact: 518-673-3611 or info@hiddencampfarm.com
Visit - hiddencampfarm.com
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NERVES OF STEEL

excellent slam. West, however, found
the only lead to give the defense a

Neither vulnerable, South deals

NORTH chance and the battle was on.
AAK2 South won the trump lead in
0QJ8764 dummy and led dummy’s singleton
09 diamond. East, China’s Dong
&KJ3 Chunhui, smoothly played low!
WEST EAST How could he possibly duck his ace
AJ743 A1095 holding two aces against a slam? East
QK953 QA102 might well reason that South was
0J8 OAT6432  void in hearts for his leap to slam, but
%865 %10 he did not have much time to think
SOUTH about it. Declarer had no real options
AQ86 in the play and the first two plays
Q Void from South would have gone quickly.
OKQ105 As we can see, South would have
*AQ9742 made his slam by playing the king
o of diamonds but look at the problem

The bidding: from South’s point of view.
§2UTH }’?S‘JSST %)RTH E?SET West was almost sure to hold the
ace of diamonds when East played
%;'T II;aSS 20 Pas 00 West would, thought South, win
ass I Pass P

3 Pass  3A Pass  theking with the ace and lead another
6% Al pass trump, leaving South with very little
*Artificial game force chance. South decided to run the nine

of diamonds instead. It might force
the ace and solve his problems right
away. Even if West won with the

Some plays in bridge defy jack and led another trump, South
explanation. There is little logic to  could still prevail by taking a ruffing
support the play, vet it leads to a finesse against West’s presumed ace
wonderful result. North-South in of diamonds. Poor South finished
today’s deal, from a recent tournament ~ down one and was left scratching his
in China, bid aggressively to an head over East’s lovely play.

Opening lead: Five of &

5/26

Preregistration not required.
For information, call 518-842-
1080.

TALK ON LOONS

AMSTERDAM — The
Amsterdam Free Library
will host Mark Frederick,
who will give a presentation
on the Raising of a Lone
Chick — about the common
loon at 6 p.m. on May 26 at
the library, 28 Church St.
Preregistration not required.
For information, call 518-842-
1080.

MEATLOAF BENEFIT
DINNER

GLOVERSVILLE — A
take-out only meatloaf
benefit dinner will be held
from 3-6 p.m. on May 26
at Bleecker Street Church
of Christ, 46 Spring St.
Donation is $9 per dinner
with curbside service. Call
in order anytime to 518-725-
0542, text to 518-448-2682 or
just drive up.

Saturday,
May 27

LEARN TO ORGANIZE

AMSTERDAM — The
Amsterdam Free Library
will offer “the Power of
Minimizing: Minimizing
and Organizing the Worst
Spaces,” presented by
Rosemary Barger at 10:30
a.m. on May 27 at the library,
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28 Church St. Receive
checklists of resources and
supplies to have on hand
before you begin your
project. Free and open to the
public. Preregistration not
required. For information,
call 518-842-1080.

VILLAGE BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING

MAYFIELD — The
Village of Mayfield Board of
Trustees will have a special
meeting to discuss a legal
counsel agreement at 10 a.m.
on May 27 in the Municipal
building, 28 North School St.
For questions, call the clerk
at 518-661-5165, ext. 27.

Sunday, May 28

MEMORIAL DAY
SERVICE

AMSTERDAM — A
Memorial Day service will be
held at 2 p.m. on May 28 at
Florida’s Veterans Memorial
Park, 214 Fort Hunter Road.
The event will include a
re-dedication of the town’s
World War I artillery cannon,
guest speaker Montgomery
County DA Lorraine
Diamond, placement of
the Memorial Day wreath,
invocation and benediction
prayers. The public is invited.

CANALWAY
PHOTO CONTEST

WATERFORD — The Erie
Canalway National Heritage
Corridor is accepting entries
for its 18th annual Erie
Canalway photo contest
which must be postmarked
by Aug. 25. Images should
convey people enjoying
activities on the waterway
and Canalway Trail or
show the unique character
of New York’s canals and
canal communities. Winning
photos will be featured in the
2024 Erie Canalway calendar.
For information on judging,
photo requirements, contest
rules and entry form visit
https://eriecanalway.org/
get-involved/photo-contest

VENDORS WANTED

AMSTERDAM — Vendors
are needed for the annual
town wide garage sale to be
held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Aug. 5 rain or shine at
the Florida Volunteer Fire
Department, 6252 NY-30.
If interested in a table, call
Megan at 518-842-7391 for
information.
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