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Liberty ARC staff earn national credentials

Liberty ARC recently cel-
ebrated the graduation of 16
Direct Support Profession-
als, who achieved National
Alliance for Direct Support
Professionals (NADSP) cre-
dentials as the agency’s first
class as part of the New York
State Office for People With
Developmental Disabilities
(OPWDD) credentialing pi-
lot program.

NADSP is one of the na-
tion’s leading DSP associa-
tions, promoting excellence in
direct support work. Liberty
ARC announced their mem-
bership in NADSP and inclu-
sion in the statewide OPWDD
Pilot Program this past winter.

Assemblyman Angelo Sant-
abarbara, Amsterdam Mayor
Michael Cinquanti, and Asso-
ciate Commissioner for OP-
WDD Alison Pingelski, and
Kathy Brown from NADSP
were on hand to celebrate
the program graduates at an
event held at Liberty ARC on
July 26.

“The staff members we
are recognizing have shown
tremendous dedication to
the field and the people they
support by earning these cre-
dentials,” said Liberty ARC
CEO Jennifer Saunders. “We
know that having the right
training and tools makes a
huge difference in the quality
of supports we can offer, and
we are proud to be at the fore-
front of our field in raising the
standards of excellence. We all
know that direct support work
is multi-faceted and draws on
knowledge and skills from
many different disciplines,
as well as interpersonal skills
such as empathy, compassion,
and communication.”

“To the Direct Support
Professionals [DSPs] who are
graduating from this Acade-
my, I commend you for your
unwavering commitment to
making a positive impact in

the lives of individuals with
disabilities. Your hard work,
compassion, and empathy
have made a tremendous
difference, not only in the
lives of those you support
but also in the hearts of their
families,” said Assemblyman
Angelo Santabarbara, Chair of
the NYS Assembly Sub-Com-
mittee on Autism Spectrum
Disorders. “Families of people
with disabilities, like mine, un-
derstand the invaluable con-
tributions of DSPs. My son,
Michael, has autism, and he
changed my life. He teaches
me new things every day, and
I entered public service to be a
voice for kids like him. I know
firsthand how important DSPs
have been and still are in his
life”

As a member of NADSP,
Liberty ARC has the opportu-
nity for our direct care staff to
earn credentials through the
NADSP E-Badges Academy.
This is a nationally-recog-
nized credential with three
different levels (DSP-1, DSP-
II, DSP-III). Each E-Badge
earned challenges the DSP
taking the module to expand
their knowledge and apply it
in situations with the people
they support. The coursework
included a rigorous 100 hours
of online classwork as well as
demonstrated application of
the principles learned.

“The NADSP is proud
to partner with New York’s
Office for People with De-
velopmental Disabilities and
Liberty ARC to help share in-
credible work of their direct
support professionals. Fur-
thermore, we congratulate
those who’ve achieved our
certifications, they are the
best of the best and their work
truly is professional,” said Joe
Macbeth, President and CEO
of the National Alliance for
Direct Support Professionals.

“Our hardworking DSPs
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Liberty ARC recently celebrated the graduation
of 16 Direct Support Professionals, who achieved
National Alliance for Direct Support Professionals
credentials as the agency’s first class as part of the
New York State Office for People With Developmental
Disabilities credentialing pilot program.

deserve the recognition and
professional development
opportunities that come from
training and credentialing
programs like those offered
through our partnership with
NADSP,” said Associate Com-
missioner of the Division of
Administration for OPWDD
Alison Pingelski. “We contin-
ue to see the growth of this
exciting new program, and I
am incredibly grateful for the
dedication of the DSPs who

work tirelessly to enhance the
lives of people with disabili-
ties and are equally dedicated
to improving their knowledge
and skills to better reach that
goal.”

Graduates are Melissa
Ethan, Jessica Ferguson,
Frankie Foti, Brittni Hardnett,
Brianna Hoover, Alexandria
Johnson, Kaitlin Kretser, Bre-
anna Lapi, Cindy Reid, Daniel
Rhodes, Lolalynn Robinson,
RuthAnn Shanahan, Kelly

Stafford, Paula Szabo, Ashley
Wilson, and Julia Woodard.
“Our field is at the begin-
ning of a major shift towards
credentialing, which will help
the people we work with get
the best supports and demon-
strate to the world the skills
a DSP needs to perform the
job well,” said Liberty ARC
Chief Operating Officer Can-
dace Opalka. “What each
one of you have done today
is demonstrate the tenacity,

heart, and knowledge need-
ed to succeed in our field and
provide the best services to
the people you support. You
are at the cutting edge of dis-
abilities services, not only in
our state, but throughout our
country. When you give to
others, you change people’s
lives. What you have learned
will help you to be great lead-
ers, great teachers and great
friends. These gifts of the
heart are the greatest gifts.”

| These, and other adorable pets are looking for New Loving Homes!!
Come and see them and others at your local animal shelter.

( Available at the

JAMES A. BRENNAN
MEMORIAL HUMANE SOCIETY

437 Nine Mile Tree Road, Gloversville * pawsforyou.org

518-725-0115

Available at the

REGIONAL ANIMAL
SHELTER ANNEX

117 W. Fulton Street, Gloversville

518-725-5956

VIOLET

This girl will make an excellent com-

destination where she always finds
something she just can't live without.

and other pets.

panion for the right 1-2 person home.
She loves to go for hikes, car rides, and
shopping. Runnings is always a favorite

She will need a home without children

GODIVA

Godiva is around 2 years old,
weighs about 50 pounds, and is
a Standard Poodle. Godiva has
never lived in a home before but
she’s ready to learn how to be
part of a family. Her adoption fee
includes her spay, vaccinations,

microchip, and 4dx testing.

BROLEY

BRUNO

Bruno is gorgeous in person and has
a personality to match. He is sweet,
active and strong, weighing in at about
70lbs. We are still learning about him
and his likes and dislikes. He was
brought into the shelter and his family
never came for him. If you are interest-
ed in Bruno, please submit an online
application at fcrspca.org/adopt.

Broley has been with us for over 230
days and we just can't figure out why.
He is handsome, super sweet, loves
to play and especially loves snuggles.
He can live with a properly matched
dog, but no cats. If you are interested
in Broley, please submit an online
application at fcrspca.org/adopt.
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remember to spay/ netter your pets.
Y, animals to your local ammal cond
‘abuse to the police. If you have a foﬁ,;

-calllocal shelters, ammal control officers,
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SPINNAKER

4 Bridge Street, Broadalbin « 518-883-9933
Locally owned and operated by Katie Klug-Monks and Laurance Monks

Visit our website wwwi.spinnakerrealtysales.com
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REALTY SALES

Enjoy a Therapeutic Massage
* Relieves Stress * Enhances Well Being
* Relaxation * Improves Circulation

Office Hours Monday - Friday

1 Tryon St., Amsterdam * 518-842-7420

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

STRESSED OUT? SHARON NARE

NY LICENSED
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Member of The American
Massage Therapist Association

FULTON COUNTY
ELECTRICAL &
ELECTRONICS
CONTRACTORS

INDUSTRIAL « COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL

114 Water St.
Johnstown, N.Y.

518-736-1130

MYSTERIES ON MAIN ST.

Book Store & Gift Boutique

144 W. Main St., Johnstown
518-736-BOOK (518-736-2665) * Fax 518-736-3500

Mon.- Fri. 10-5:30; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 11-4 thru Christmas Eve
Email: momsbook@citlink.net «+ www.mysteriesonmainstreet.com _E-E‘

To Advertise your business
on this page

Call The Leader-Herald at
518-725-9001

O ERERGURE GLI G N

AUTO HOME BUSINESS

SALVIONE

INSURANCE

AN IHG HOTEL

FULL SERVICE HOTEL
Banquet / Meeting Room Facility
Restaurant & Bar
Available Daily
Open to the public for breakfast, lunch, lite fare and dinner.
Where you can meet, eat & sleep all under one roof!

308 North Comrie Ave., Johnstown
www.holidayinn.com/Johnstownny

Bisiasuast & BAR

DAILY
BREAKFAST 6:30AM - 11:30AM
LUNCH M-F 11:30AM-2:00PM
DINNER 4:00PM - 9:30PM
SUNDAY
BREAKFAST 6:30AM - 12:30PM
DINNER 4:00PM - 9:00PM

TAKE OUT SERVICE AVAILABLE DAILY
CURB SIDE SERVICE 518.762.4686




