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Liberty ARC celebrated their third
class of Direct Support Professionals
(DSPs) who achieved National Alli-
ance for Direct Support Professionals
(NADSP) credentials in August and
as part of the New York State Office
for People With Developmental Dis-
abilities (OPWDD) credentialing pilot
program. A total of 15 DSP’s at Lib-
erty ARC were recognized for their
accomplishment in earning at least
one credential.

On hand to help celebrate were As-
semblyman Angelo Santabarbara, chair
of the Assembly Commiittee for People
with Disabilities; Commissioner Wil-
low Baer and Deputy Commissioner
of Administration Adrienne Mazeau
of New York State’s Office for People
with Developmental Disabilities; Kathy
Brown from NADSP; and representa-
tives from the Arc New York, the Alli-
ance for Inclusion, and the Montgom-
ery County Executive’s office.

NADSP is one of the nation’s lead-
ing DSP associations, promoting ex-
cellence in direct support work. As
a member of NADSP, Liberty ARC
has the opportunity for our direct
care staff to earn credentials through
the NADSP E-Badges Academy. This
is a nationally-recognized credential
with different levels (DSP-1, DSP-11,
DSP-III, FLS). Each E-Badge earned
challenges the DSP taking the module
to expand their knowledge and apply
it in situations with the people they
support. The coursework included a
rigorous 100 hours of online classwork
as well as demonstrated application of
the principles learned.

“The staff members we are rec-
ognizing today have shown tremen-
dous dedication to the field and the
people they support by putting in
many hours on weekends, evenings,
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Liberty ARC celebrated its third class of Direct Support Professionals who achieved National Alliance for Direct Support Professionals
credentials in August and as part of the New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities credentialing pilot program. A total
of 15 DSP’s at Liberty ARC were recognized for their accomplishment in earning at least one credential.

and around their busy schedules, to
earn these credentials,” said Jennifer
Saunders, CEO of Liberty ARC. “We
are so proud of you and all that you
have accomplished. You represent the
best of what it means to be a direct
support worker.”

Graduates of Liberty ARC’s third
class are: Karen Allen, Erika Amar,
Kayla Caldarone, Keisha Carter, Kay-
la Dwight, Jessica Ferguson, Chrissy
Friello, Dawn Fridenberger, Emily
Gwozdz, Samantha Loucks, Ashley
Melendez, Melissa Montanye, Sa-

mantha Morris, Monica Reynicke,
and Alaina Sahler.

“Both in my professional role and
as a family member of someone with
a disability, I want you to know how
very important your work is,” Willow
Baer, Commissioner of New York
State’s OPWDD, told the graduates.
“You empower the people we support
to live a life full of choices, dignity,
and value. It’s an honor to be with you
today as you celebrate earning this
important credential, which not only
elevates your practice and career, but

helps bring excellence to the people
we support and the Direct Support
field.”

Liberty ARC announced their mem-
bership with NADSP and inclusion in
the statewide OPWDD Pilot Program
in the winter of 2023. Since then, 36
DSPs at Liberty ARC have been cre-
dentialed.

During the ceremony, Karen Allen,
a Senior Habilitation Coordinator at
Liberty ARC, spoke to her fellow grad-
uates and guests during the ceremony.

“In the years I have been in this

field, I have been a witness to count-
less moments of joy, resilience, and
transformation — in the lives of the
people we support, my co-workers
and myself,” said Karen Allen. “One
of the many things I've learned: is that
no matter how many years I’ve been
doing this work, there is always more
to learn, more to reflect on, and more
ways to grow and enrich my scope of
knowledge.... being a Direct Support
Professional is more than just a job. It
is a career of meaning.”
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Handcrafted Memories in Stone

Corner Pine & So. Main Sts., Gloversville ¢ 518-725-2012
www.cvmemorials.com
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57 ResTAURANT 5548 Holi day Inn Headquarters Available "
Restaurant & Bar A HeToTEL 7 Days A Week ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW, PLLC
Available Daily ARE AS ONLY
Open to the public for breakfast, lunch, lite fare and dinner. * Flexible b t and ti . .
BREAGAST FULL SERVICEHOTEL | * 0C, ccommodate up o Serving the Community for over 40 Years
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LUNCH 518.762.4686 receptions LLC Formations and Wills
Monday-Frlday 11:30AM-2:00PM Where you can meet, eat & « Anniversaries * Luncheons
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Snday P07l Johnstown + Bridal/ Baby shoviers P: 518-725-8922 * F: 518-725-1727
TAKE-OUT SERVICE AVAILABLE DAILY | www.holidayinn.com/Johnstownny | Or just any reason to get together! MYLAWYER@JPKLAWS.COM « WWW.JPKLAWS.COM
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JOKMSTOWN, NEW YORK

curvsLer DoDas/ Jeep -m-v-

Sales Hours: Monday - Friday 9-5:30 518-762-HEMI
Service & Parts: Monday - Friday 8-5 504 \West Main Street

www.mainmotorcar.com Johnstown, NY 12095
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Peac £ alley Store and Restaurant

116 Lagrange Rd.
Johnstown, NY 12095
518-762-8936

Nancy Persse Langdon, Agent
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Restaurant closed until mid-September.

State Fal@'m

P.O. Box 1098, Fonda, NY 12068-1098
2628 State Highway 30A
Fonda, NY 12068-1098

Store can be open anytime,
call 518-762-8936 to make

Bus: 518-853-3623 For Emer.gency S&S Landscaping end Excavation ar'rangements and
Bus: 518-762-4929 Fax: 518-853-8998 Road Service, call Steve Savage we will meet you there or
877-926-5757 Johnstown, NY 12095 shop our online store at

nancy.langdon.c564@statefarm.com (518) 365-1574 www.peacefulvalleymaplefarms.com

We make staying cool

affordable and easy!

RED DRAGOR To advertise your business on this page

Call us today for details 518.348.9000 please call Barb Hillabrandt

You can explore our many financing options at

www.518RedDragon.com/financing

at The Leader Herald 518-725-9001




