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“Liberty Tree” Planting Ceremony – Tuesday, May 19th 

Liberty ARC and the Hamburg Street Association held a “Liberty Tree” planting ceremony on Tuesday, 
May 19th at 12:30PM at Liberty ARC’s Maple Ridge Day Hab Center, 2999 Hamburg Street Rotterdam NY. 
This ceremony commemorated this year’s theme, the 250th anniversary of our nation’s founding, and 
kicked off the 2026 Hamburg Street Festival excitement for the September 12th event. 

Jennifer Saunders, CEO of Liberty ARC, welcomed guests. Fred Elia from the Hamburg Street Association 
gave background information on the theme. Madeline Olesky from Schenectady County Historical 
Society gave the history of the Liberty Trees, and the history of the Liberty Flag that communities made 
at the time of the revolution. The only surviving flag in the country is with the Schenectady Historical 
Society’s collection, and a replica was hoisted during the ceremony. Liberty ARC’s Bell Tones choir 
played a selection of songs, and Janice Thompson from WPTR led the assembly in a song. We planted 
the tree, an Eastern Redbud, which will be commemorated with a plaque later this year. 

About Liberty Foundation 
The Liberty Foundation was started in 1993 to benefit people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities served by Liberty ARC. The Liberty Foundation funds programs, services, and items that are 
not otherwise funded through state or federal government programs to enhance the lives of Liberty ARC 
participants. Throughout the years, the opportunities and services provided by Liberty ARC and 
supported by the Liberty Foundation has helped people with disabilities to live their best lives. The 
Foundation provides resources that allows Liberty ARC to deliver an outstanding level of service and 
program excellence, so that each person can achieve a quality of life they value. 
About Liberty ARC 
Liberty ARC, a chapter of The Arc New York, is a not-for-profit agency that provides top-quality supports 
and services to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Montgomery and Schenectady 
Counties. We are proud of our six decades of bringing these innovative and valuable programs to those 
most vulnerable in our community. While staying committed to our framework the agency has grown 
our employment, residential, day supports, family support and health-related programming throughout 
the years. Our mission- Together we support people with disabilities to achieve a quality of life each 
person values - together with our Values make up the foundation on which our culture is framed. We 
are extremely proud to be a pioneering agency, which coupled with a dynamic workforce and our 
person-centered mission makes Liberty ARC a stand-out in our field. 
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About The Arc New York 
The Arc New York is the largest provider of supports and services for people intellectual and 
developmental disabilities in New York state. The 35 local Chapters of The Arc New York collectively 
support more than 60,000 people with disabilities and their families in every county of the state, and 
employ more than 30,000 people in the shared mission to provide people with intellectual, 
developmental and other disabilities the ordinary and extraordinary opportunities of life. Founded by 
families more than 75 years ago, The Arc New York continues to be an influential advocate for the rights, 
opportunities, and inclusion of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
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